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DEAN HUFFCUT A SUICIDE.
Head of the College of Law Believed to
Have Been Made Insane by Over-
work as Adviser to the Governor.
Ernest Wilson Huffcut, '84, dean of
the Faculty of Law, committed suicide
last Friday night, May 3, by shooting
himself in the head with a revolver.
The deed was committed on board the
steamboat Charles W. Morse between
Albany and New York. The only
explanation which his friends can make
is that Mr. Huff cut's mind had be-
come deranged through overwork. As
law adviser to Governor Hughes, he
had labored almost incessantly ever
since the present session of the legis-
lature began last January in the draft-
ing of bills. Since February 1 he
had been on leave of absence from
the University and had given all his
time to his work at Albany.
Mr. Huίfcut left a letter which
showed beyond doubt that his
act was premeditated^ He 'board-
ed the Charles W. Morse at Al-
bany on Friday evening just be-
fore she left her pier, and he kept to
his stateroom in the evening. His body
was found on the extreme after part
of the upper deck just before the boat
reached New York in the morning. It
was identified by letters and papers
found on the person. There was an
envelope addressed to the coroner. It
contained two notes. One was:
Coroner of New Yorfy:
Please let the addressed have other letter
and body as soon as possible. HUFFCUT.
The other note was addressed to
Miss Lillian Huffcut, of New York.
It read:
DEAR SISTER: I left for Ithaca to-night,
but decided to take my body down to you in
New York in order that it might be cremated.
You will attend to that for me. If you have
any difficulty call on my old friend De L.,
who will assist you.
I am going down the river and enjoying
the prospects of going out to sea. The ashes
I leave behind may be disposed of at presenf.
as the others prefer, but eventually you will
take them to Eastlawn. And do not permit
any public services of any sort anywhere.
If the immediate famΓy want private services
in B. [Binghamton, Dean Huff cut's home
town], let it be soon, but have no one else.
I was never so glad to rest in my life. We
must be quiet and live so. I've been thinking
ERNEST W. HUFFCUT.
all the way down the river of some one's
lines:
Sweet after toil is sleep; then wherefore
sorrow
For him who sleeps and will not wake to-
morrow ?
Good-by. I don't want you or any of the
others to be troubled about this. I've really
postponed it often on account of others, but
this time I am doing it. After all, in the
end, one must have his own way of escape.
You must stay and do what is necessary,
Affectionately, ERNEST.
The person referred to by initial in
the letter is Elias A. de Lima, '86,
president of the Battery Park National
Bank, of New York.
Governor Hughes had expected to
meet Mr. Huffcut in Albany on Sat-
urday morning to go over with him
several bills which were awaiting ex-
ecutive action. The Governor had
made an address in Elmira on Friday
evening and had left that city for
Albany. The engine of his train broke
down at Waverly, delaying him, and
he decided not to return to Albany
but to go instead to New York, where
he had an engagement for Saturday
evening. He sent a message to his
secretary in Albany to have Mr. Huίf-
cut meet him in New York with the
bills. Soon after his arrival in New
York, the Governor was informed of
Mr. Huffcut's suicide. To a news-
paper man who talked with him he
expressed the greatest sorrow. He
said:
I cannot tell you how shocked and sad-
dened I am by this event. Dean Huffcut
was not only my legal adviser but had long
been my personal friend, and I had the.
highest admiration for his qualities of mind
and heart. He succeeded me in the law
faculty at Cornell University and later became
the dean of that faculty. He was extremely
popular with the students and with the mem-
bers of the University Faculty, indeed with
all with whom he came in contact. He wa?>
regarded as one of the most brilliant men
who had ever been identified with the Uni-
versity. He was an exceptionally clear think-
er and his rare abilities as a lawyer had?
attracted wide attention.
When Judge Pound went on the bench,.
Dean Huffcut in the last months of his ad-
ministration became legal adviser to Gov.
Higgins. I found him in that capacity and!
was only too glad to have the benefit of his;
services in my administration. I cannot speak
too highly of the work he has done in this;
office.
He has been working very hard, particu-
larly of late, but I had no idea that he was
in any danger of a breakdown. When I
left Albany yesterday morning he was the-
last person to whom I said goodbye, and he
accompanied me down the elevator, chatting,
about current matters and apparently in the
best of spirits.
Dean Huffcut in his connection with the.
State administration had entered upon a ca-
reer rich in promise of the greatest useful-
ness, and I not only feel a keen sense of per-
sonal loss, but that the State has lost one who
was qualified for most important public
service.
Mr. Huffcut's body was taken by
his sister to Binghamton, where the
funeral was held on Monday after-
noon.
By the University community and
by the people of Ithaca the first re-
port of Mr. Huffcut's suicide was re-
ceived with incredulity, and its con-
firmation with the deepest sadness. The
expressed wish of Mr. Huffcut that
no public services be held in his mem-
ory was observed by the University,
but all exercises in the College of Law
were suspended on Monday. After
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the morning service in Sage Chapel on
Sunday, President Schurman spoke as
follows:
In deferenc to the expressed wishes of Pro-
fessor Huffcut, there will be no memorial
services at the University, but, had there been
a service today, the speaker would have
dwelt upon the brilliant mental powers of the
man and the depth and breadth of his cul-
ture. He would have recognized his mastery
of the subject of law and his wonderful
lucidity as a teacher and lecturer.
He would have dwelt upon his irreproach"
able life and character, and he would hav<;
signified that genius for friendship which en-
deared him to so many members of this Uni-
versity. None of these things, however, can
be. It appeared to be the wish of our friend
that the life and work of the world should
not be interrupted by his withdrawal from it.
He has gone home. Let us go on with our
work.
Accordingly all work in the University will
proceed as usual tomorrow and the following
days. One exception, however, I make. The
students of law who sat in his class-rooms
and the professors of law who associated with
him daily cannot find it in their hearts to
work tomorrow, and in recognition of their
feelings and sentiments, work in the College
of Law will be suspended on Monday.
The University was represented at
the funeral by Director Albert W.
Smith, of Sibley College; Emmons L.
Williams, Treasurer of the University;
Professors Hull, Woodruff and Irvine
and Dr. Luzerne Coville, who acted
as pall bearers, and by President
Schurman. The Beta Charge of Theta
Delta Chi, of which Mr. Huffcut was
a member, was represented by Horace
L. Dawson, '07, of Evanston, 111.
Mr. Huffcut was born in Kent,
Conn., on November 21, 1860, and
was prepared for college at the union
school in Afton, N. Y. He entered
Cornell in the fall of 1880 and was
graduated in 1 884 with the degree of
Bachelor of Arts. For a year after
graduation he was private secretary to
President White. During the years
1885-1888 he was instructor in En-
glish in the University and in 1 888 he
completed a course in the College of
Law and received the degree of Bachel-
or of Laws. For two years he was
engaged in practice at Minneapolis as
a lawyer. In 1 890 he was called to
the faculty of Indiana University as
professor of law, and in 1892 he went
to Northwestern University in a similar
capacity. In 1893 he returned to
Cornell as professor of law and had
lield that chair ever since. He had
been director of the college and dean
of its faculty since 1903, having suc-
ceeded Judge Francis M. Finch. Mr.
Huffcut had a keen mind and a great
fund of information. He was a bril-
liant teacher and an able executive
and one of the best orators the Univer-
sity ever turned out. His sympathy
and readiness to give them advice and
encouragement endeared him to his
students, and among his fellow profes-
sors he was no less liked. He was
a member of the American Bar Asso-
ciation and the New York State Bar
Association. Among his writings were
**The Law of Agency", "Cases on
Agency", "The Law of Negotiable
Instruments" and "American Cases on
Contract", which last was written in
collaboration with Professor E. H..
Woodruff, and he was the editor of
the American edition of Anson on Con-
tracts. Mr. Huffcut was unmarried.
His father and mother live in Bing-
hamton.
Mr. Huffcut succeeded Cutbert W.
Pound as legal adviser to the late
Governor Higgins when Mr. Pound
was appointeed to a vacancy in the
New York State Supreme Court. His
term of office expired with that of
Governor Higgins on January 1. He
had received leave of absence from the
University and had made plans to go
to Italy for a rest during the spring
and summer, when he was invited by
Governor Hughes to accept an appoint-
ment to the same office he had held
under Governor Higgins. He accepted
the invitation and gave up the vaca-
tion which his friends had been urging
him to take.
ELECTION IN BROOKLYN.
Franklin Matthews, '83, New President
of the Association.
Milwaukee Men Meet.
Twenty-six Cornell men met on Fri-
day evening, April 19, at the Univer-
sity Club, Milwaukee, to enjoy an
impromptu dinner. Like all previous
occasions of a similar nature, the even-
ing was one of pleasure to all. Parts
from the opera "Panatela," given by
the Cornell Masque, were played and
sung by the younger members. The
record of the baseball team thus far
this season was reviewed by E. T.
Foote. There have been two additions
to the membership of the association,
these being P. G. Weidner, '02, and
J. O. Dodge, '04.
The Deutscher Verein gave a suc-
cessful production of "Der Schimmel"
in Barnes hall last week.
The most interesting Brooklyn
gathering of Cornellians of the year
took place on Thursday evening, April
25, at the University Club, when the
Cornell Association of Brooklyn held
its annual meeting and election of offi-
cers. It was the last meeting until
fall, and the best attended of the year.
A newly appointed entertainment com-
mittee, headed by Thomas Downs,
Ό2, had substituted a beefsteak supper
for the usual dinner, and the informal-
ity of eating juicy slices of steak out
of one's fingers, with a foaming mug
beside each wooden plate, seemed to
enliven the assemblage and give every-
body a thorough good time. The mem-
bers of the class of 1902, who always
turn out in large numbens at the meet-
ings of the association, took charge of
the singing, led by Downs, who was
formerly a member of the Glee Club,
and the "old grads" were encouraged
to assist in a revival of nearly all the
old songs.
Franklin Matthews, '83, cable editor
of the New York Sun, was elected
president for the new year William F.
Atkinson, '95, who has just been nom-
inated for the presidency of the Uni-
versity Club of Brooklyn, was re-
elected vice-president of the associa-
tion; Joseph W. Cook, '02, was elect-
ed corresponding secretary; Richard-
son Webster, '02, was reelected re-
cording secretary; and Salmon Whit-
comb, '05, was elected treasurer.
The retiring president, Dr. Herbert
D. Schenck, '82, and the new pres-
ident both made speeches on the work
of the organization, and many other
speakers uttered words of praise for the
efficient work of Dr. Schenck in or-
ganizing the association and giving it
a prominent place among the many
Cornell alumni associations of the
country.
James M. Gorman, '90, reported
that the work of collecting funds for
the Fall Creek Gorge improvement was>
going on with an encouraging degree
of success, and that the publication
of the plans in the AlΛJMM NEWS had
resulted in bringing in subscriptions from
alumni hundreds of miles from Brook-
lyn. He urged the members to solicit
subscriptions from the several hundred
